
Philosophy Courses 
Spring 2017 

   
 

All 100 and 200-level philosophy courses satisfy the Humanities requirement -- except 120, 198, and 298.  We offer both 
a major and a minor in philosophy plus a concentration in Politics, Philosophy, and Law – the requirements can be found 
at www.philosophy.cofc.edu. 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MAJOR IN PHILOSOPHY:   
Students starting at CofC before Fall 2016: 33 semester hours in philosophy which must include 120; 201; 202; and 450. 
Of the remaining 21 hours of electives in philosophy, at least 12 hours must be taken in courses at or above the 200 level, 
with at least nine of these at or above the 300 level.   
Students starting at CofC during or after Fall 2016: 33 semester hours in philosophy which must include 120; 201; 202; 
and 450. Of the remaining 21 hours of electives in philosophy, at least 3 hours must be taken in value theory courses; 12 
hours must be taken in courses at or above the 200 level; and least nine hours must be taken at or above the 300 level. 
Note: A maximum of six hours of PHIL 398, 399, or 499 may be taken to satisfy the requirement of nine elective hours 
at or above the 300-level 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MINOR IN PHILOSOPHY: 18 semester hours in philosophy which must include: 
Philosophy 101; Philosophy 120; a course in the history of philosophy (201, 202, 304, 305, 306, 307, or 310); and three 
additional courses in Philosophy, two of which must be at or above the 200-level. 
 

Philosophy majors who are interested in independent study options (including Internships, Bachelor’s Essays, and 
Teaching Apprenticeships) should consult with the department chair or their advisor 
 

 
CRN 20756 

 
PHIL 101 - INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (section 1) 

 
Krasnoff 

 
MW 

 
2:00 – 3:15 

 
CRN 20757 

 
PHIL 101 - INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (section 2) 

 
Krasnoff 

 
MW 

 
3:25 – 4:40 

 
CRN 20758 

 
PHIL 101 - INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (section 3) 

 
Lesses 

 
TR 

 
10:50 – 12:05 

 
CRN 20759 

 
PHIL 101 - INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (section 4) 

 
Lesses 

 
TR 

 
12:15 – 1:30  

 
CRN 22269 

 
PHIL 115 – CRITICAL THINKING 

 
Baker 

 
TR 

 
1:40 –2:55 

 
CRN 21177 

 
PHIL 120 – SYMBOLIC LOGIC (section 1) 

 
Nunan 

 
MWF 

 
10:00 – 10:50 

 
CRN 21654 

 
PHIL 120 – SYMBOLIC LOGIC (section 2) 

 
Nunan 

 
MWF 

 
11:00 – 11:50 

 
CRN 23646 

 
PHIL 150 – NATURE, TECHNOLOGY, & SOCIETY (section 1) 

 
Boyle 

 
MWF 

 
12:00 – 12:50 

 
CRN 23647 

 
PHIL 150 – NATURE, TECHNOLOGY, & SOCIETY (section 2) 

 
Boyle 

 
MWF 

 
1:00 – 1:50 

 
CRN 22271 

 
PHIL 160 –ETHICS & SPORTS 

 
McKinnon 

 
TR 

 
9:25 – 10:40 

 
CRN 22276 

 
PHIL 175 –BUSINESS & CONSUMER ETHICS (Express II) 

 
Gomez-
Lavin 

 
TR 

 
4:00 – 6:45 

 
CRN 20760 

 
PHIL 202 – HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY 

 
Boyle 

 
TR 

 
9:25 – 10:40 

 
CRN 22798 

 
PHIL 207 – ETHICS 

 
Nadelhoffer 

 
MW 

 
3:25 – 4:40 

 
CRN 22278 

 
PHIL 210 – PHILOSOPHY, LAW, & THE ARTS 

 
Neufeld 

 
MW 

 
2:00 – 3:15 

 
CRN 23653 

 
PHIL 255 – PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 

 
Coseru 

 
TR 

 
12:15 – 1:30 

 
CRN 23648 

 
PHIL 290 – PHILOSOPHY & THE COGNITIVE SCIENCES 

 
Nadelhoffer 

 
MWF 

 
10:00 – 10:50 

 
CRN 23649 

 
PHIL 298 – ST: Queer Looks - Lesbian, Gay, & Transgender 
Portrayals in Film 

 
Nunan 

 
MWF 

M 

 
1:00 – 1:50 

3:25 – 6:00 
 
CRN 23651 

 
PHIL 310 – AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY 

 
Baker 

 
TR 

 
10:50 – 12:05 

 
CRN 20761 

 
PHIL 450 – Seminar: Lies, Bullshit, and Propaganda 

 
McKinnon 

 
TR 

 
1:40 – 2:55 



PHIL 101: Introduction to Philosophy 
Prof. Krasnoff 
CRN 20756 (MW 2:00 – 3:15) 
CRN 20757 (MW 3:25 – 4:40) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 

Philosophy is a kind of questioning of our ordinary beliefs.  Philosophy makes, or at least investigates, a demand for a 
kind of deeper justification of those beliefs.  What reasons do we have for thinking or acting as we now do, and how 
can we show that our reasons are good ones?  In this class we will investigate the nature of this philosophical demand 
for reasons.  What kind of justification are philosophers looking for, and why are they looking for it?  Can we 
reasonably expect that they will be able to find it, and would finding it count as a good thing?  We will address these 
questions by examining the work of four historically influential philosophers (Plato, Descartes, Hume, Nietzsche), and 
by evaluating their answers for ourselves.      
 
 

PHIL 101: Introduction to Philosophy 
Prof. Lesses 
CRN 20758 (TR 10:50 – 12:05) 
CRN 20759 (TR 12:15 – 1:30) 
NO PREREQUISITES 
 

We often have perplexing questions about how we should lead our lives, the possibility and scope of knowledge, and 
the nature of our place in the world. In this course, we will consider several of these fundamental and enduring issues, 
including: 
• Is knowledge possible and, if so, what is its basis? 
• What reasons, if any, do we have for accepting the existence of God? 
• Are we simply arrangements of mindless, physical stuffs and, if so, can we ever act freely? 
• Is it possible to justify any of our basic moral beliefs? 
This course aims to help you gain an understanding of several influential classical and contemporary philosophical 
discussions of these questions and, just as importantly, to develop your own facility to engage in critical reflection as you 
examine them.  
 
 

PHIL 115: Critical Thinking 
Prof. Baker 
CRN 22269 (TR 1:40 – 2:55) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 

An examination of methods for the critical analysis of arguments in such contexts as science, law and morality, 
including a consideration of the use of language and definition and the detection of errors in reasoning in everyday 
communication. Skills in critical reading, writing and thinking will be introduced. 
   
 
PHIL 120: Symbolic Logic 
Prof. Nunan 
CRN 21777 (MWF 10:00 – 10:50) 
CRN 21654 (MWF 11:00 – 11:50) 
NO PREREQUISITE  
 

An introduction to the formal methods of deductive logic, both when complete sentences are the smallest 
unit of logical analysis used in an argument (propositional logic), and when arguments depend on what's 
going on inside the sentences (predicate logic). You will study techniques for translating English sentences 
into a symbolic language, be introduced to sets of rules for making valid inferences within this language, 
and formal techniques for establishing when arguments are invalid, too. Learning how to use this formal 
system will build abstract reasoning skills, teach you how to recognize and construct valid arguments, and 
develop your ability to detect logical errors in reasoning. 

 
This material is somewhat like a math course, and counts toward the math/logic General Education 



distribution requirement (not towards the humanities/arts distribution requirement).  No prior background 
in logic is assumed.  The course will involve weekly graded homework exercises, plus three exams. 

 
Note: This course does not count toward the humanities minimum degree requirement. It does count toward the 
general education requirement in mathematics or logic. 
 
 
PHIL 150: Nature, Technology, & Society 
Prof. Boyle 
CRN 23646 (MWF 12:00 – 12:50) 
CRN 236470(MWF 1:00 – 1:50) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 

An examination of the philosophical problems arising from the impact of science and technology on contemporary 
society. Topics include the relation of technology to society and political systems, the place of the individual within a 
modern technocratic society, the influence of technology on views of nature and the question of human values and 
scientific knowledge. 
 
 
PHIL 160: Ethics & Sports  
Prof. McKinnon 
CRN 22271 (TR 9:25 – 10:40) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 
This course will introduce students to some of the ethical issues in sport and sport management. Building on a firm 
foundation in theories of ethics, we will consider what it means for sport and competition to be ‘fair.’ Other topics will 
include: race and racism in sport; gender equity; trans and intersex athletes; masculinity and sport; and health risks of 
sport, such as concussions. Students will finish the course having gained some skills and strategies for how to analyze 
complicated, contemporary ethical issues in sport. 
 

PHIL 175: Business & Consumer Ethics (Express II) 
Prof. Gomez-Lavin 
CRN 22276 (TR 4:00 – 6:45) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 
An examination of some of the ethical issues of the marketplace, such as the obligations of the business community to 
consumers, the role of government in protecting the consumer, fair advertising practices, the nature of the corporation 
and the extent to which it is appropriate for government to regulate business affairs. 
 
 
PHIL 202: History of Modern Philosophy 
Prof. Boyle 
CRN 20760 (TR 9:25 – 10:40) 
PREREQUISITE: 3 semester hours in philosophy or permission of the instructor. 
 
The early modern period (the 17th and 18th centuries) saw the rise of modern science, when medieval and Aristotelian 
conceptions of knowledge, nature, and our place in the world began to be rejected.  In this course we will read, discuss, 
and critically evaluate the works of Descartes, Spinoza, Locke, Hume, and Kant, important philosophers from the early 
modern era who sought to find new understandings of the world, our place in it, and our knowledge of it.   
 
Some of the issues we will focus on are: whether there is any innate knowledge, or whether all knowledge derives from 
experience; proofs for the existence of God; what kinds of substances exist in the universe (are there such things as 
souls?); the nature of animal minds; and whether or not humans have free will. 
 
 
  



PHIL 207: Ethics 
Prof. Nadelhoffer 
CRN 22798 (MW 3:25 – 4:40) 
NO PREREQUISITES           
 

In this course, we will be exploring a wide variety of issues in moral philosophy ranging from normative ethics and meta-
ethics to applied ethics and the relevance of philosophy to public policy. We will begin with a survey of several of the main 
theories in contemporary moral philosophy. Then, we will turn our attention to applied ethics and consider the relevance of 
philosophical inquiry to a particular public policy issue—namely, what to do about the growing trend of cognitive 
enhancement and other attempts to be “better than well.” This will hopefully give students a chance to see some important 
moral, political, and legal issues unfold in real time! 
 
 
PHIL 210: Philosophy, Law, and the Arts 
Prof. Neufeld 
CRN 22278 (MW 2:00 – 3:15) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 

Law and the arts intersect in a number of fascinating ways and this class will investigate a number of them. First, we will talk 
about how the law identifies something as art. This problem arises in a number of legal contexts. For example, some modern 
sculptures are indistinguishable from industrial materials. Since art is taxed differently from industrial materials, customs agents 
are called upon to make decisions about what counts as art. How do they do 
this? Another example: works considered obscene or pornographic do not enjoy the same legal protections they do when they are 
deemed art. How do judges tell the difference? Second, the law needs to be able to tell one work of art from another. This is 
crucial in copyright law. How much may I take from your work of art before it counts as stealing? Are there different criteria for 
different arts? Does what I am expressing when I use your art make a difference (if I am producing a parody, or a political 
critique, for example)? Third, art is taken to be a public good in every contemporary society. What does this mean? And to what 
extent should the government subsidize this public good? How, if at all, should the government decide what counts as good art? 
Fourth, governments often use artistic works as propaganda. Is this a misuse of art? How is it different from arts ordinary uses? 
Finally, the arts often play a prominent role in political protest (think of protest music; agitprop theater; works of visual art 
decrying the horrors of war; etc.). How should we understand the arts and artistic expression to account for this political use of 
art? 
 
 
PHIL 255: Philosophy of Religion 
Prof. Coseru 
CRN 23653 (TR 12:15 – 1:30) 
NO PREREQUISITES           
 
An examination of issues such as the nature of religious experience, arguments for the existence of God, the conflict between 
reason and faith, immortality, the nature of miracles and the problem of evil. 
 
 
PHIL 290: Philosophy and the Cognitive Sciences 
Prof. Nadehoffer 
CRN 23648 (MWF 10:00 – 10:50) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 

In the beginning of the course, we will quickly survey a few revolutions (or paradigm shifts) that occurred in the philosophy 
of mind and psychology between the seventeenth century and the mid-twentieth century—namely, the development of 
dualism, behaviorism, and cognitivism, respectively. Then, we will read two popular press books about recent findings and 
theories in cognitive science—one by a Nobel Laureate in Economics (Daniel Kahneman), the other by a leading 
evolutionary psychologist (Robert Kurzban). During this part of the course, we will explore issues like the dual process 
theories, the modularity of the mind, evolutionary psychology, nativism, cognitive biases, heuristics, and other topics that are 
situated at the intersection of psychology and philosophy. Finally, we will focus more narrowly on the recent work in the 
philosophy and cognitive psychology of moral deliberation, judgment, and action (much of which draws on the research 
discussed earlier in the course). This final part of the class has an interdisciplinary bent as the readings pair up philosophers 
and psychologists who read and write about one another’s work on moral cognition. 
 



 
PHIL 298: Special Topic: Queer Looks - Lesbian, Gay, & Transgender Portrayals in Film 
Prof. Nunan 
CRN 23649 (MWF 1:00 – 1:50, M 3:25 – 6:00) 
NO PREREQUISITE 
 

“These were fleeting images, but they were unforgettable.  And they left a lasting legacy. Hollywood, that great maker of 
myths, taught straight people what to think about gay people, and gay people, what to think about themselves.  No one 
escaped its influence.” 
                                                                                                                                —Armistead Maupin, The Celluloid Closet 
 
Films both reflect and create cultural perceptions, about human sexuality and gender no less than other matters. This course 
will examine some aspects of the history of commercial cinematic treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered 
people in films, starting in the silent era, but working up to barely commercial contemporary internet-published New Media 
work (where attitudes have definitely evolved!).  In addition to viewing films, we will be reading and discussing academic 
commentary from the disciplines of film criticism, women’s and gender studies, philosophy, and cultural studies. 
 
Some sample films: A Florida Enchantment (1914); Mädchen in Uniform (1931); Boys in the Band (1970); The Crying Game 
(1992); Boys Don’t Cry (1999); Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001); Transamerica (2006). 
Some New Media works: Carmilla (2014-16), Couple-ish (2015-16), Her Story (2016) 
 
 
PHIL 310: American Philosophy 
Prof. Baker 
CRN 23651 (TR 10:50 – 12:05) 
PREQUISITE: Either six semester hours in philosophy (other than 120) or permission of the instructor. 
 

In this course we are going to engage with the philosophies of well-known figures in American thought. Most 
commonly, courses in American Philosophy focus on the development of "Pragmatism" as a school of thought. 
(Pragmatists each had their own approaches, but the hallmark of Pragmatism is the idea that neither truth nor reality 
can be measured by purely intellectual means. Truth or reality ought to be measured by their practical use or the 
experience of these.) Other trends in philosophical thought got their start elsewhere, but Pragmatism's provenance is 
American, and is typically considered the uniquely American school of thought. For this reason courses in American 
Philosophy often look to pragmatism exclusively, looking even to decided non-Pragmatists for how they can be related 
to Pragmatism. We will not be taking this approach for two reasons. For one, we want to acknowledge the 
independent worth of other ideas developed by Americans (whether these ideas are unique to the US or not.) This 
allows us to study the Calvinism of Jonathon Edwards, early American political thought, thinkers like Emerson and 
Thoreau, and work being done by contemporary philosophers. For two, Pragmatism is no longer the dominant trend 
among contemporary American philosophers. 
 
 
PHIL 450: Senior Seminar: Lies, Bullshit, & Propaganda 
Prof. McKinnon 
CRN 20761 (TR 1:40 – 2:55) 
PREREQUISITE: Junior or senior philosophy major with at least nine previous semester hours in philosophy (other than 
120), one of which must be a 300-level course, and permission of the instructor.  
 
This course is concerned with what we say to each other, and how we can use words to perform some ethically dubious 
tasks. Specifically, this course is about things we do with assertions. We’ll start with a foundation in speech act theory 
and speech pragmatics before turning to examine the nature of lies, misleading, bullshit, propaganda, slurs, and hate 
speech. These topics lie at the intersection of various disciplines within philosophy and beyond, such as philosophy of 
language, epistemology, ethics, psychology, sociology, and linguistics. Students should be prepared to discuss difficult, 
morally fraught topics in a mindful and respectful manner. 
 
 
 


